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FIGURE 3.14 Patterned livor mortis. Since livor mortis can be cleared with pressure, objects pressing against
the skin when livor forms can cause a pattern. This individual was lying on an “egg crate” foam mattress. The
oam tips of the mattress touched the skin and cleared the livor, while the cups of the mattress allowed the livor

) form.
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FIGURE 3.11 Rigor mortis. Rigor mortis is the temporary stiffening of
muscles after death. The stiffening 1s often quite strong. The legs shown here
are stiff enough to support their own weight when hanging completely oft

the table.
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FIGURE 3.19 Decomposition: Extreme tissue discoloration
and gas fornmation in a body removed from water. Bodies
removed from water show excessive gas production and tissue
discoloration owing to explosive bacterial gas production. The
gas causes the bodies to bloat excessively., which can cause an
explosion in the abdomen.




FIGURE 3.17 Decomposition: Venous marbling and discol-
oration of tissues. As blood in the blood vessels begins to
hemolyze and decompose, the red-purple pigments stain the
tissues, at times in the pattern of a blood vessel.




FIGURE 3.18 Decomposition: Discoloration and swelling of
tissues of the face, mimicking blunt force injury. Postmortem
production of gas by bacteria causes swelling and discoloration
of tissues. To the untrained eye, these signs can resemble blunt
force 1njuries. In this case, scene investigators were suspicious
that this individual was killed by blunt force injuries of the head,
so the hands were bagged and the case was handled as a homi-
cide. The cause of death was natural.
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SWL LU RE 3.20 Mummification. Hot and dry conditions with

mudity can dry out tissues, causing a dark, leathery

zrzance. Desert climates as well as the heated indoors (non-

=d) can create conditions in which mummification can

11s individual was killed in a house in the winter in

e heat was turned up maximally, presumably to speed
mposition.
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