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Immediate Cause of death (mode of death)

Intermediate Cause of death

nderlying Cause of death (UC)
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Underlying Cause of death (UC)
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Example of an Unusable cause
(immediate cause/intermediate)

Septicaemia }

Menlngltls /

Infected Wuund

N

[ Pneumonia J

Septlc Aburtlun

[F’ust Operative J
Infection

nfected Skin RashJ




{ HEART FAILURE }\
Myocardia ion

/ xcessive Post Partum
Haemorrhage
| Infarct

Chronic Renal Failure [Suicide by Pnisoning}
due to Urethral Stricture

Disseminated Primary

Carcinoma of Left Lung Stab Injury

Cerebrovascular
Accident
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Cardiac arrest

respiratory arrest

Cardiovascular event L incident weakness L ill-

health

fainting
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 l|a. Renal failure

. Necrotising-proliferative nephropathy
Ic. Systemic lupus erythematosus

l. Raynaud's phenomenon and Vasculitis
la. Liver failure

|b. Hepatocellular carcinoma

Ic. Chronic Hepatitis B infection

la. Congestive cardiac failure

|b. Essential hypertension
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Essential (primary) hypertension

ypertensive heart disease
Hypertensive renal disease
Hypertensive heart and renal disease
Secondary hypertension
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Type 1 diabetes mellitus

Type 2 diabetes mellitus
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Diabetic nephropathy

Diabetic ketoacidosis
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la. carcinomatosis

Ib. small cell carcinoma of left main bronchus
c. Heavy smoker for 40 years

Il. Hypertension, Cerebral arteriosclerosis,

heart disease.

Ischaemic
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0 For mortality we recommend the use of emergency ICD codes as outlined in the
International guidance for certification and coding of COVID-19 as cause of death (263).

Remarks:

1. The primary goal is to identify all deaths due to COVID-19. A death due to COVID-19 is defined for
surveillance purposes as a death resulting from a clinically compatible illness, in a probable or
confirmed COVID-19 case, unless there is a clear alternative cause of death that cannot be related to
COVID-19 disease (e.g. trauma). There should be no period of complete recovery from COVID-19
between iliness and death. A death due to COVID-19 may not be attributed to another disease (e.g.
cancer) and should be counted independently of pre-existing conditions that are suspected of
triggering a severe course of COVID-19.

2. Specification of the causal sequence leading to death in Part 1 of the certificate is important. For
example, in cases when COVID-19 causes pneumonia, sepsis and acute respiratory distress; then
pneumonia, sepsis and acute respiratory distress should be included, along with COVID-19, in Part 1.
Certifiers should include as much detail as possible based on their knowledge of the case, from
medical records, or about laboratory testing (263).

3. The use of official terminology, COVID-19, should be used for all certification of this cause of death.
COVID-19 should be recorded on the medical certificate as cause of death for all decedents where
the disease caused, or is assumed to have causad, or confributed to death. This helps to reduce
uncertainty for the classification or coding and to correctly monitor these deaths.
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