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TRAUMATIC PNEUMOTHORAX

• Simple /Closed P.

• Tension P.

• Open P.



Simple Pneumothorax

• may not come to the attention of the clinician 
during the initial assessment of critically injured 
victims. 

• A chest radiograph should always be obtained as 
early as possible during the secondary survey.,

• chest tube drainage is recommended, even for 
small collections of air, especially in patients who 
require positive-pressure ventilation.



• When a large air leak is present or 
reexpansion of the lung is incomplete, a 

tracheobronchial injury should be suspected 
and prompt flexible bronchoscopy performed













Tension Pneumothorax

• Physical examination is more dramatic and 
may demonstrate 

severe respiratory distress, 

distended neck veins,

deviated trachea,

absent breath sounds,  

or tympany to percussion on the      affected 
side



Signs and Symptoms of Tension 
Pneumothorax

• Anxiety, agitation, and apprehension

• Diminished or absent breath sounds

• Cyanosis

• Rapid shallow breathing

• Distended neck veins
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Tension Pneumothorax
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NEEDLE CHEST DECOMPRESSION



NEEDLE CHEST DECOMPRESSION



Open Pneumothorax
(( sucking chest wounds

• Result of full-thickness loss of a portion of the 
chest wall, usually from a gunshot wound 

• A life-threatening emergency. 

• Air can flow freely in and out of the pleural 
space



Open Pneumothorax
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Open(Sucking) Pneumothorax



Open Pneumothorax



Asherman chest seal



Treatment

• Asherman chest seal – convert sucking chest 
wounds to simple pneumo/hemothorax
































