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DEFINITION OF DISASTER

A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a society causing
widespread human, material, economic or environmental losses which exceed
the ability of the affected Community or society to cope using 1ts own

resources.

®  Needs > Resources



HAZARDS AND DISASTERS

O A disaster is the product of a hazard such as earthquake, flood or windstorm coinciding with a

vulnerable situation which might include communities, cities or villages.

O There are two main components in this definition: hazard and vulnerability. Without

vulnerability or hazard there is no disaster.

O Adisaster occurs when hazards and vulnerability meet.



DEFINITION OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT

® the organization and management of resources and responsibilities for dealing with all the
humanitarian aspects of emergencies, in particular preparedness, response and recovery in order

to lessen the impact of disasters.

m  The International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies



DEFINITION OF DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT

= the application of disaster risk reduction policies and strategies to prevent new disaster risk,
reduce existing disaster risk and manage residual risk, contributing to the strengthening of

resilience and reduction of disaster losses.
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