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Oxilia G, Fiorillo F, Boschin F, et al. The dawn of dentistry in the late upper Paleolithic: An early case of
pathological intervention at Riparo Fredian. Am J Phys Anthropol. 2017;163:446-461.
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DID DENTISTRY EVOLVE FROM THE BARBERS,
BLACKSMITHS OR FROM MEDICINE?

BERNHARD WOLF WEINBERGER

Serious consideration has been given in selecting the title for this
paper, as it was deliberately chosen with the hope that once and for
all we might succeed in clearing up dentistry’s origin.

In the State of New York, according to a recent decision of its
Appellate Court, * dentists are not doctors.” This decision was
based upon the so-called history, that * dentistry evolved from the
harbers and blacksmiths,” and that in the past it was but a trade.
However, " a process of integration and differentiation has taken
place, and the separate and distinct profession has come into
existence.”

Another theory often expressed is that modern dentistry had its
origin in the United States just a little more than a generation ago.
The reason given for the legal decision, I fear, does not differ from
the belief of the majority of people and, I might add, that of the pro-
fession as well. So insidious is this condescending outlook upon
dentistry’s past that even so-called well-informed individuals have
overlooked its evolutionary development.

One can say of dentistry as of most of the other arts and sciences,
that its origin is lost in the mists of antiquity. My aim will be to
endeavor through the aid of ancient records, to penetrate the mist
and show that the practice of dentistry * is as old as the history of
medicine and that it is so closely interwoven thereto that one finds
it impossible to distinguish dentistry from its so-called mother
science. With medicine, dentistry had to share its trials and
tribulations.

In the short time at my disposal, naturally only a brief and dis-
jointed account is possible, to cover the four thousand years since
our first record of early dental operations. Long gaps between imipor-
tant periods must be made, and only certain phases will be considered

* Dentistry is * that department of medical science and art which is concerned
with the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the teeth and adjacent
tissues, and the restoration of missing dental and oral structures,” and a dentist
is one who practices dentistry. ( Dunning).
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