


Rabies: Epidemiology
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INTRODUCTION

Rabies has the highest case fatality rate of
any human infectious disease.

World Health Organization estimates that about 59,000 people die of
canine rabies worldwide each year



Geographic distribution

 Rabies virus has a worldwide distribution in terrestrial animals
(primarily dogs) with few exceptions including:

- Antarctica

oNew Zealand

oJapan

oparts of Europe

oSome Caribbean Islands.



Transmission

* Most rabies is acquired through exposure to saliva from an animal
bite

* In rare cases, rabies results from a non-bite exposure

* transplantation of tissue or organs from a donor with unrecognized
rabies

* Although aerosol transmission of rabies has been documented in
laboratory studies



INCUBATION PERIOD

* The average incubation period of rabies is one to three months, but
can range from several days to many years after an exposure
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Surveillance
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