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Most severe pain a human can bear
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« McGill pain questionnaire comparing pain scores for
women in labor



Effect of labour pain on mother
and foetus
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Stages of Labor
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History

« The modern era of childbirth analgesia began in
1847 when Dr JY Simpson administered ether
to a woman in childbirth, and later in the same
year, chloroform

* Queen Victoria was given chloroform by John
Snow (1853) for the birth of her eight child
Prince Leopold and this did much to popularize
the use of pain relief in labour




Inhalational Agents

1880: Nitrous oxide Stanislav Klikovick

1961: Turnstall -50:50 N20:02 in a single cylinder
1965: Approval of Entonox by Central Midwives Board
1934: Divinyl Ether

1975: Isoflurane

v/ 0.75% with O2

v' 0.2% with Entonox (Isonox)

1984: 1% Enflurane in air

1995: Desflurane- 1-4.5% in O2



THE GOALS OF LABOR ANALGESIA

“Delivery of the infant into the arms of a conscious and pain-free mother is one of the

most exciting and rewarding moments in medicine.”
Moir . Br JAnaesth 1979.
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